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By Maidstone Mulenga* 

When Bishop Thomas Bick-

erton, in his role as President of 

the Northeastern Jurisdiction 

(NEJ) College of Bishops, calls  

the 2012 NEJ Conference to order, 

the moment will make  

significant his-

tory in the 

jurisdiction.  

In its 19th 

session, the 

NEJ Confer-

ence will once 

again welcome new conferences; 

this time in form of the Upper 

New York Annual Conference 

and Susquehanna Annual Con-

ference which came into exist-

ence on July 1, 2010. 

The two conferences were 

born out of reconfiguration of six 

annual conferences: Troy, Wyo-

ming, Western New York, North 

Central, Central Pennsylvania. 

The New England Conference 

also was affected as it received 

members from the former Troy 

Annual Conference. 

The NEJ Conference will also 

be missing some members of its 

family. The agenda today begins 

with Holy Communion and Me-

morial Service before the opening 

session.  During the memorial 

service, delegates and visitors 

will honor the lives of six people 

who have died since the last NEJ 

Conference. They are: 

Bishop James Ault, who had 

served as bishop for 16 years in 

Memorial Service, first episcopal ballots, budget on the agenda today 

Delegates talk as they consider candidates for the episcopal offices Tuesday during 

the group interviews at the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdiction Conference at Civic 

Center in Charleston, W.Va.  
Photo by Christian Vischi 

Agenda 

details on 

Page 3 
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Information Bulletin Board 

 

Correction  

The Board of Church and Society nominees on 

Page 12 in Tuesday’s NEJ Daily Christian Advo-

cate contained an error. Jane Bonner from the 

Eastern Pennsylvania Conference is the nominee 

instead of Elizabeth Fisher, The nominee is  a 

white layperson.  

 

The  boundaries report on Page 5 in Tuesday’s  

NEJ Daily Christian Advocate omitted part of 

England Annual Conference. A full report on 

Page 6.  

 

Follow all the deliberations and voting at the 

2012 NEJ Conference on your computer or mo-

bile device by visiting: 

http://nej12stories.tumblr.com 

 

For an online version of the 2012 Daily Christian 

Advocate, go to: 

http://nej12stories.tumblr.com/DCA 

the (Philadelphia and Pittsburgh  Areas), died 

September 21, 2008; 

Howard Mason who served as Peninsula-

Delaware Conference, conference lay leader, died 

April 2, 2009; 

Bishop James K. Mathews, who served as 

bishop for 20 years in the New England and 

Washington D.C. areas, died September 8, 2010; 

David Jasper, who served as district superin-

tendent of Mon Valley District and Dean of the 

Cabinet from West Virginia Conference, died Oc-

tober 24, 2010; 

Susan May, who served as District Superin-

tendent of the Southeast District in the Eastern 

Pennsylvania Conference, died March 1, 2011; 

Betty Gooch, who served as conference lay 

leader of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, 

died June 12, 2012; 

During the opening session, West Virginia 

Resident Bishop William Grove will give his wel-

coming remarks before delegates adopt the agen-

da. 

The first episcopal ballot is scheduled as an 

order of the day for the morning.  

There three other orders of the day scheduled 

for the episcopal balloting;  and there may be oth-

ers, scheduled at the discretion of the presiding 

bishop.  

The 19 candidates for the three open episco-

pal offices in the Northeastern Jurisdiction faced 

eight teams of delegates in a marathon day of in-

terviews on Tuesday.  

The budget discussion is set for afternoon to-

gether with the State of Jurisdiction Episcopal ad-

dress.  

In the evening, delegates will elect a new sec-

retary, assistant secretary, treasurer and assistant 

treasurer.  

Rev. Maidstone Mulenga is the director of the 

communications for the Upper New York Annual Con-

ference and the 2012 Editor of the NEJ Daily Christian 

Advocate.  
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6:30 a.m. Personal centering/devotions 

7:00 a.m. Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. Holy Communion and  

   Memorial Service   

10:00 a.m. Recess 

10:30 a.m. Opening Conference Session 

  Welcome by Bishop Grove 

  Roll Call including report of  

  Credentials Committee 

  Adoption of Agenda 

  Adoption of Rules of Order and 

   Plan of Organization  

  Episcopacy Committee 

  First Episcopal Ballot 

  Naming of Sessions Committees 

  Report of Courtesies Committee 

11:55 a.m. Prayer 

12:00 noon Lunch 

1:30 p.m. Conference Session 

  Episcopal Ballot 

1:45 p.m. Bible Study 

2:00 p.m.  Conference Session 

  Report of Rules Committee 

2:30 p.m. Finance and Administration  

  Proposed Budget Presentation  

3:00 p.m. Recess 

3:15 p.m. Conference Session 

  Episcopal Ballot 

3:30 p.m. State of Jurisdiction Episcopal 

   Address 

  Boundaries Task Force Report  

5:15 p. m. Prayer and Adjournment 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 

7:15 p.m. Conference Session 

  Episcopal Ballot 

  Resolution/motions related to 

   funding proposals  

  Committee on Nominations 

  Election of Secretary and  

  Assistant Secretary 

  Election of Treasurer and  

  Assistant Treasurer 

  Report of Monitoring Team 

  Bible Study 

Today’s Agenda: Wednesday, July 18 

The offering at the today’s Memorial Service 

will be used to further the work of the United 

Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network. 

The vision of the United Methodist Appala-

chian Ministry Network is a society where all peo-

ple in Appalachia are valued, where all are offered 

discipleship for Jesus Christ, and where all have 

the opportunity to realize God-created spiritual, 

social and economic potential. 

The Mission of the United Methodist Appala-

chian Ministry Network is to partner with annual 

conferences, districts, local churches and general 

agencies to develop and support leaders within 

The United Methodist Church in Appalachia. 

Its goals include: 

 To provide education and training for local 

church leaders, lay and clergy, in an Appala-

chian context 

 To provide education and awareness for advo-

cacy on issues that impact Appalachia 

 To support ministry that addresses systemic 

causes of Poverty in Appalachia 

 To provide a communication strategy that 

links people across Appalachia 

 

For details, check the flyer in the registration pack-

age or go to: www.appalachia-umc.org. 

Offering to benefit Appalachian Ministry Network 
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Bishop Morris to speak on 

behalf of Council of Bishops  

The worship service on Thursday morning 

will feature Bishop William Wesley Morris, who 

will be delivering the message on behalf of the 

Council of Bishops. 

Bishops of The United Methodist Church 

provide spiritual leadership to more than 11 

million persons in a broad range of settings on 

four continents, including North America, Eu-

rope, Africa and Asia. Historically, bishops pre-

side over Annual and Central Conferences 

(regional areas of the church).  

Bishop Morris was elected on July 15, 1992, 

during the Southeastern Jurisdictional Confer-

ence  at Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

He was assigned to the Alabama-West Flor-

ida Area.  

In July of 2000, he was assigned to the 

Nashville Area. He also served as president of 

the General Board of Pension and Health Bene-

fits from 2000 to 2004.  

He retired in 2008;  he is currently a trustee 

of  Emory University.  

According to the information on the Coun-

cil of Bishop’s website, Bishop Morris was born 

in Baltimore, Md. He was educated in the Balti-

more school system.  

He graduated from Ohio Wesleyan with an 

B.A. degree, Garrett Evangelical Theological 

Seminary with a B.D. degree, Scarritt College 

with an M.A. degree with distinction, and Van-

derbilt University with a D.Min. degree.  

He was ordained deacon and elder. He 

served Bethany Methodist Church, Chicago, Illi-

nois, Union Avenue Community Methodist 

Church, Chicago, Illinois; Christ Methodist 

Church, Chicago, Illinois; Stanley Methodist 

Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee; John Wesley 

United Methodist Church, Nashville Tennessee 

and First United Methodist Church, Gallatin, 

Tennessee.  

He also served as an Associate Council Di-

rector, Council Director and District Superinten-

dent of the Clarksville and Murfreesboro Dis-

tricts, and on the General Council on Ministries. 

He was married to the late Mary Head Mor-

ris of McMinnville, Tennessee, and they have 

four children: Loretta, Eva, Michael, and Mark. 

In 2006, he married Princilla Smart Evans. 

Bishop William Wesley Morris, pictured with his wife, is the 

preacher at the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference Thurs-

day morning worship service in Charleston, W.Va.  
File photo 
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Schedule for the presiding bishops 

The President of the NEJ College of Bishops will 

preside at the opening of  the NEJ Conference fol-

lowed by bishops in the order of their election. 

 

Wednesday, July 18 

Session #1:  10:30 am.-12:00 noon 

Thomas J. Bickerton 

Session #2:  1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

William Boyd Grove 

Session #3:  3:15 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 

Peter D. Weaver 

Session #4: 7:15 p.m.-9:15 p.m. 

Marcus Matthews 

Session #5:  9:30p.m.-11:00 p.m. 

Sudarshana Devadhar 

Thursday, July 19 

Session #1: 8:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m.  

Jeremiah Park 

Session #2: 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon 

John R. Schol 

Session #3: 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Jane Allen Middleton 

Session #4: 3:15 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 

Peggy A. Johnson 

Session #5: 7:15 p.m. - adjournment 

Thomas J. Bickerton 

 

Friday, July 20 

Session #1: 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 

William Boyd Grove 

Thomas J. Bickerton 

Jeremiah Park  

Sudarshana Devadhar  William Boyd Grove Marcus Matthews Peter D. Weaver 

John R. Schol  Jane Allen Middleton  Peggy A. Johnson  

The NEJ College of 

Bishops is made up 

of the active and 

retired bishops in 

the jurisdiction. 

Listed here are the 

active bishops in 

the Northeastern 

Jurisdiction.  
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2012 Northeastern Jurisdiction 

Committee on Annual Conference Boundaries  

 The primary work of the Committee on 

Annual Conference Boundaries this quadrennium 

centered on refining, and in several instances, re-

writing the boundary descriptions of the Annual 

Conferences in the Jurisdiction.   

              As a result of the action of the 2008 North-

eastern Jurisdictional Conference, significant re-

writing of boundary descriptions occurred in re-

gard to the newly created Upper New York Annu-

al Conference, the newly created Susquehanna An-

nual Conference, and the substantially enlarged 

New England Annual Conference.  Utilizing 21st 

century technology, the committee accomplished 

this work via internet communication, the result of 

which is contained in the included “2012 North-

eastern Jurisdiction Annual Conference Boundary 

Descriptions.” 

 Looking to the future, the work of the 

Committee could be minimal or substantial de-

pending on the action of the Jurisdictional Confer-

ence in regard to the number and boundaries of 

the Jurisdiction’s Episcopal Areas.  Should the 

number of Bishops and the number of Episcopal 

Areas remain the same, future work would likely 

be centered on adjustments to boundaries for mis-

sional purposes.  Should the number of Bishops 

and/or the number of Episcopal Areas change, sig-

nificant Annual Conference boundary revisions 

may be necessary to address such change.  This is 

especially the case if the decision is made to have 

one Annual Conference per Episcopal Area. 

 The committee wishes to thank all the per-

sons who helped in the work of refining and re-

writing the boundary descriptions.  Committee 

members, laypersons, District Superintendents, 

and Bishops all contributed to the process of per-

fecting the descriptions – even to the point of con-

sulting township maps and borough lines! 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy R. Baer 

Chairperson,  

Committee on Annual Conference Boundaries 

 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Baltimore-Washington 

District of Columbia. 

State of Maryland west of the Susquehanna River, 

except for Garrett County. 

State of West Virginia: counties of Berkeley; Jeffer-

son; and Morgan; in Mineral County (Calvary and 

Holy Cross Churches, Ridgeley); in Hampshire 

County (Otterbein Church, Green Spring). 

British Territory of Bermuda. 

 

Eastern Pennsylvania 

State of Pennsylvania: counties of Berks; Bucks; Car-

bon; Chester; Delaware; Lancaster; Lebanon; 

Lehigh; Monroe; Montgomery; Northampton; and 

Philadelphia; in Columbia County (the township 

of Conyngham, the borough of Centralia, and, in 
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the township of Beaver, Davis Chapel near Zion 

Grove); in Luzerne County (the townships of Black 

Creek, Butler, Dennison, Foster, Hazle, and Sugar-

loaf, the city of Hazleton, and the boroughs of 

Conyngham, Freeland, Jeddo, West Hazleton, and 

White Haven); in Northumberland County (the 

townships of Coal, East Cameron, Mt. Carmel, 

Ralpho, Shamokin, West Cameron, and Zerbe); 

and in Schuylkill County (the town of Joliet in the 

township of Porter, and all of the other townships 

except Eldred, Hegins, Hubley, the balance of Por-

ter, Upper Mahantango, and the borough of Tower 

City). 

 

Greater New Jersey 

State of New Jersey. 

State of New York: counties of Rockland (except the 

village of Sloatsburg); Orange (the towns of Deer 

Park, Greenville, and Minisink); and Sullivan (the 

towns of Highland and Lumberland). 

State of Pennsylvania: county of Pike (the townships 

of Delaware, Dingman, Lehman, Milford, and 

Westfall). 

 

New England 

State of Connecticut: east of the Connecticut River. 

State of Maine. 

State of Massachusetts 

State of New Hampshire 

State of Rhode Island 

State of Vermont. 

 

New York 

State of Connecticut west of the Connecticut River. 

State of New York: counties of Bronx; Columbia 

(except the hamlets of Chatham Center, Niverville, 

and North Chatham); Delaware (except the towns 

of Davenport, Deposit, Franklin, Hancock, Mason-

ville, and Sidney); Dutchess; Greene; Kings; Nas-

sau; New York; Orange (except the towns of Deer 

Park, Greenville, and Minisink); Putnam; Queens; 

Richmond; Suffolk; Sullivan (except the towns of 

Highland and Lumberland); Ulster; Westchester; 

Albany (the towns of Coeymans [except Grace 

Church in the village of Ravena], Rennselaerville, 

and Westerlo; Schoharie (the towns of Blenheim, 

Broome, Conesville, Fulton, Gilboa, Jefferson, and 

Summit). 

 

Peninsula-Delaware 

State of Delaware. 

State of Maryland: east of the Susquehanna River. 

 

Susquehanna 

State of New York: community of Hancock. 

State of Pennsylvania: counties of Adams; Bedford 

(except the townships [and encompassed munici-

palities therein] of East St. Clair west of PA Route 

56, Harrison, Juniata, Lincoln, Londonderry, Na-

pier, Union, and West St. Clair); Blair; Bradford 

(except the community of Wilawana and the town-

ship of Litchfield); Centre; Clearfield (except the 

townships [and encompassed municipalities there-

in] of Beccaria, Bell, Bloom, Brady, Burnside, Chest, 

Ferguson, Greenwood, Huston, Jordan, Penn, Pine, 

Sandy, and Union); Clinton; Columbia (except the 

townships [and encompassed municipalities there-

in] of Beaver and Conyngham); Cumberland; Dau-

phin; Franklin; Fulton; Huntingdon; Juniata; 

Lackawanna; Luzerne (except the townships of 

[and encompassed municipalities therein] of Black 

Creek, Butler, Dennison, Foster, Hazle, and Sugar 

Loaf); Lycoming; Mifflin; Montour; Northumber-

land (except the townships [and encompassed mu-

nicipalities therein] of Coal, East Cameron, Mt. 

Carmel, Ralpho, Shamokin, West Cameron, and 

Zerbe); Perry; Pike (except the townships [and en-

compassed municipalities therein] of Delaware, 

Dingman, Lehman, Milford, and Westfall); Potter 

(except the areas drained by the Oswayo Creek 

and the Sartwell Creek); Schuylkill (the townships 

of Eldred, Hegins, Hubley, Porter [except the com-

munity of Joliet], and Upper Mahantango); Snyder; 

Sullivan; Susquehanna (except the borough of 

Little Meadows); Tioga; Union; Wayne; Wyoming; 

and York. 
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Upper New York Annual Conference 

State of New York: counties of  Albany (except the 

towns of Rennselaerville, Westerlo, and Coeymans, 

but including Grace Church in the village of Rav-

ena in the town of Coeymans); Allegheny; Broome; 

Cattaraugus; Cayuga; Chautauqua; Chemung; Che-

nango; Clinton; Columbia (the hamlets of Chatham 

Center, Niverville, and North Chatham); Cortland; 

Delaware (except the town of Hancock); Erie; Es-

sex; Franklin; Fulton; Genesee; Hamilton; Herki-

mer; Jefferson; Lewis; Livingston; Madison; Mon-

roe; Montgomery; Niagara; Oneida; Onondaga; On-

tario; Orleans; Oswego; Otsego; Rensselaer; St. 

Lawrence;  Saratoga; Schenectady; Schoharie 

(except the towns of Blenheim, Broome, Conesville, 

Fulton, Gilboa, Jefferson,  and Summit); Schuyler; 

Seneca; Steuben; Tompkins; Tioga; Yates; Warren; 

Washington; Wayne;  and Wyoming. 

State of Pennsylvania: the village of Wilawana and 

the township of Litchfield in Bradford County; and 

the borough of Little Meadows in Susquehanna 

County. 

 

West Virginia 

State of Maryland: Garrett County. 

State of Pennsylvania: Independence of Washington 

County 

State of Virginia:  Mountain Grove of Bath County 

State of West Virginia: except the counties of Berke-

ley, Jefferson, and Morgan; excepting also Calvary 

and Holy Cross Churches of Ridgeley, Mineral 

County; and Otterbein Church of Green Spring, 

Hampshire County. 

 

Western Pennsylvania 

State of Pennsylvania: counties of Allegheny; Arm-

strong; Beaver; Butler; Cambria; Cameron; Clarion; 

Clearfield (except the towns of Clearfield, Cur-

wensville, Ramey, and Shawville); Crawford; Elk; 

Erie; Fayette; Forest; Greene; Indiana; Jefferson; 

Lawrence; McKean; Mercer; Somerset; Venago; 

Warren; Washington (except the town of Independ-

ence); Westmoreland; in Bedford (that portion west 

of Routes 31, 56, 96, and 220); and in Potter (the 

towns of Chrystal, Millport, Oswayo, Sartell, and 

Shinglehouse). 

 

Thursday and Friday Schedule  
 
 

Thursday, July 19, 2012 
6:30 a.m. Personal Centering/devotions 
6:45 a.m. Breakfast 
8:15 a.m. Conference Session  
 Episcopal Ballot 
8:30 a.m. Worship – Council of Bishops preacher 
9:45 a.m. Conference Session 
 Daily Reports of Sessions Committee 
 (Journal, Credentials, Courtesies) 
 Report of Committee on Examination of 
 Annual Conference Journals 
10:15 a.m. Recess 
10:30 a.m. Conference Session 
 Episcopal Ballot 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Resolutions 
 Prayer 
12:00 noon Lunch 
1:30 p.m. Conference Session 
 Episcopal Ballot 
 Adoption of Budget 
 Committee on Nominations Report 
3:00 p.m. Recess 
3:15 p.m. Conference Session 
 Episcopal Ballot 
 Resolutions 
 Designating conveners, locations for organi-
 zation of 2012-2016 NEJ Committees 
4:45 p.m. Organization of 2013-2016 Jurisdictional 
 Committees 
5:30 p.m. Dinner 
7:15 p.m. Conference Session 
 Monitoring Report 
 Sending Forth the Episcopacy Committee 
 (when the election of bishops is completed) 
8:00 p.m. Celebration of Ministry of Retiring Bishops 
 Reception for bishops who are retiring 

 
Friday, July 20, 2012 

6:30 a.m. Personal Centering/Devotions 
7:00 a.m. Breakfast – 3rd Floor Pavilion at the Hotel 
8:30 a.m. Conference Session – Ball Room at the Hotel 
 Daily Reports of Sessions Committees 
8:45 a.m. Praise/Worship 
 Assignment of Conferences to Episcopal Areas 
 Assignment of Bishops to Episcopal Areas 
9:30 a.m. Closing 
9:45 a.m. Area Delegation meetings with assigned 
  Bishops 
11:15 a.m. Service of Consecration for Bishops at 
  Marks UMC 
1:00 p.m. Adjournment 
 
Note: Order of the Day items are BOLD 
 
Episcopal ballots will be taken as needed in addition to 
those listed. 
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Bishops serving on committees and agencies  

NEJ Korean Board of Directors 

Rev. EunJoung Joo (BW) 410-867-3281 
ejjooem@gmail.com 

    

Sukja Bang (EPA) 40 Mercer Hill Rd., Ambler, PA 19002 
Sbang@verizon.net 
(215) 646-4533 (h)/(215) 646-8145 (o) 

    

Rev. Dr. Jisun Kwak (GNJ) 26 Montrose Ave., Verona, NJ 07044 
(973) 571-0313 (o)/(973) 274-5873 (c) 

    

Seok Hwan Hong (NE) 12 Bay Spring Ave., Barrington, RI 02806 
(401) 246-1100 (o)/(508) 639-9142 (h) 
rimds@neumc.org 

    

Kenny Yi (NY) 265 Asbury Ave., Westbury, NY 11590 
(516) 333-9868 
liwnyac@aol.com 

    

Cheol Hee Yang (UNY) 68 Maple Ave., Voorheesville, NY 12186 
pastorcyang@gmail.com 

    

Sang Kong Choi (WPA) 111 1st St., Bentleyville, PA 15314-1205 
(724) 239-4146 
sangkongchoi@yahoo.com 

    

Dennis Otto (SQ) 303 Mulberry Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
(717) 545-0525 
dotto@susumc.org 

    

Thomasina Stewart (WV) 1149 Tenth Ave., Huntington, WV 25701 
(304) 344-8331 ext. 25 
tstewart@wvumc.org 

Vision Table Marcus Matthews (Chairperson) 

  Sudarshana Devadhar 

  (newly elected bishop) 

Finance & Administration Thomas J. Bickerton 

Program & Arrangements Peggy A. Johnson 

Annual Conference Boundaries (newly elected bishop) 

Ordained Ministry Sudarshana Devadhar 

Multi-Ethnic Center Marcus Matthews 

  Jeremiah Park 

  Peggy A. Johnson 

Urban Steering Committee Alfred Johnson 

Leadership Discernment (Council of Bishops) Sudarshana Devadhar 

Korean Mission Jeremiah Park 

Rules Committee John Schol 

mailto:ejjooem@gmail.com
mailto:Sbang@verizon.net
mailto:rimds@neumc.org
mailto:liwnyac@aol.com
mailto:pastorcyang@gmail.com
mailto:sangkongchoi@yahoo.com
mailto:dotto@susumc.org
mailto:tstewart@wvumc.org
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NEJ treasurer counts on 

patience to do his job  

By Beth DiCocco* 

Dight Crain is used to people getting his name 

wrong. 

He’s been called “Might, Tight, Light,” he 

says with a laugh – one elderly neighbor even 

greeted him with a friendly “Hello, Dirt.” Dight 

was his grandmother’s maiden name. 

But even if the members of the Northeastern 

Jurisdiction struggle with his name, they know his 

work. Crain is treasurer and business manager for 

the NEJ; a volunteer post he’s held since 1985.  

As one of only two year-round NEJ volun-

teers (the other is Secretary Ruth A. Daugherty), 

Crain is responsible for: taking in the apportion-

ment income from the annual conferences  - which 

is the NEJ’s primary source of income, paying the 

bills related to operation of the NEJ and its pro-

gramming, as well as negotiating the contracts and 

other arrangements for the quadrennial NEJ Con-

ference.  

Both Crain and Daugherty are stepping down 

this year.  

“It’s going to be very different not having the 

responsibility … it’s going to create a lot of free 

time,” Crain said. “But I’ll miss the people that I 

worked with and the many friendships and good 

relationships that developed over the years.” 

Of his plans, he said: “Hopefully to enjoy re-

tirement; spend time with my wife and see the 

kids,” though he admits he’s not given much 

thought to his future plans.  

There’s a lot to do between now and then – 

including getting ready for the NEJ Conference’s 

inaugural use of electronic voting devices; and an-

swering his emails. 

As we have been speaking, Crain is looking 

through various file folders for answers to ques-

tions. When asked about using a computer, he 

points to one on the next table. He said he shut it 

off last Friday and won’t use it again until Sunday. 

“I must have gotten 1,000 emails last month in 

regards to this conference,” he said, including one 

he got while packing at around 10 p.m. last Friday; 

he checked his email to find that a food reserva-

tion he’d made needed to be increased by more 

than 50 people. 

“I should have shut it off an hour earlier,” he 

said. 

NEJ Treasurer Dight Crain looks over some  numbers as the 

2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference got under way 

Tuesday at the Civic Center in Charleston, W. Va.  
Photo by Christian Vischi 
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Crain took over when Dwight Bittner of the 

Western Pennsylvania Conference passed away. 

Crain had served on the NEJ Finance Committee. 

“Once I start doing something, it’s hard to get 

rid of me,” he said, adding he’d served on the 

School Committee in Natick, Mass., for 18 years 

and worked in his family’s business for 52 years. “I 

tend to stick with things – that may be good or 

bad.” 

Crain, 75, grew up as a Methodist; his paternal 

grandfather and maternal great grandfather were 

ministers.  

He and his wife, Janet, have been involved 

with the Church for many years. Janet Crain was 

the first ordained deacon in New England Confer-

ence. He served the General Board of Pension and 

Health Benefits for 11 years and was a General 

Conference delegate from 1972 to 1996.  

“It’s been a big part of both of our lives,” 

Crain said, and he credits the Church with teach-

ing him the values that he holds today – even if 

those are not universal across the denomination. 

It’s tough being a conservative in New Eng-

land, which he described as “all liberal.” But it is 

possible to find a “find a local church that speaks 

to things you’re interested in.” 

Everyone has different gifts, he said, referring 

to 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12: “There are different 

kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 

There are different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in 

all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 

work.” 

“My gift is administration,” he said. 

It is a gift that comes in handy; the most chal-

lenging aspect of his work is having to “take care 

of the issues that arise between conferences … just 

two people end up being responsible for the oper-

ations and seeing that things get done between 

(conferences).” 

One of those little things happened in 2000, 

when the conference was scheduled to be at Drew 

University in New Jersey. There was miscommuni-

cation about the dates, and less than a year before 

the conference, a new location had to be found.  

That was when the conferences moved to ho-

tels, rather than college campuses.  

“(That) changed the whole dynamic,” he said. 

“Hotels are a lot easier. (Campuses) involve a lot 

of walking up and down hills … (and) cafeteria 

food.” 

Still, it takes about three years to pull the con-

ference together.  

Crain has some advice for the person who 

takes on this big job next: 

“Manage the funds carefully. Be wise on using 

reserve funds for current operations,” he said. 

“That’s something the jurisdiction hasn’t done; 

most every other agency in the Church has had to 

do that – from the local church up to the general 

church agencies ,…”  which has “led to difficulties 

now.” 

And he said, it’s important for this person to 

be flexible, but still be firm and be able to make 

decisions “in an instant.” 

“Patience is certainly a virtue in this job,” he 

said.  

 

Beth DiCocco is writer/editor for  the Upper New 

York Annual Conference.  

Larry McCrae, a volunteer from the Baltimore-Washington 

Annual Conference, looks on as NEJ Treasurer Dight Crain 

reviews paperwork at the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference in Charleston, W. Va. Crain steps down as treas-

urer at the end of this conference. 
Photo by Christian Vischi 
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By Megan Smith (EPA)  

and Ashley Dubois (NEJCYM 

 Co-Coordinator, NE) 

This year’s Youth Convocation was held July 

14-16, 2012, the weekend preceding the quadrenni-

al meeting of the Northeastern Jurisdiction. St. 

Marks United Methodist Church in downtown 

Charleston, W. Va., graciously hosted the seven 

conferences present: New England, Greater New 

Jersey, Eastern Pennsylvania, Western Pennsylva-

nia, Peninsula-Delaware, Upper New York and 

West Virginia. Overall, there were nearly 25 Youth 

along with 20 young adult and adult leaders in 

attendance.  

The weekend began on Saturday evening with 

opening worship led by the West Virginia Confer-

ence followed by a discussion amongst the youth 

about the purpose and future of the Northeastern  

Jurisdiction Council on Youth Ministry (NEJCYM.) 

NEJ youths cherish 2012 convocation 

Youth attending the 2012 Convocation pose outside the Simpson Memorial United Methodist Church in Charleston, W.Va.   

Provided  photo 
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On Sunday, worship was hosted by Simpson 

UMC and devotions were shared by Upper New 

York Conference Council on Youth Ministry co-

chair, Jefferson Dedrick. 

 Jefferson described the weekend as “a won-

derful experience for all the diverse members 

there. Bringing together youth who genuinely 

care for their relationship with God to worship 

and conference together is an experience that 

should never be passed up. It is my prayer and 

hope that the relationships built and renewed, 

both with friends and Christ, will continue far in-

to the future of both our lives and the youth min-

istry of NEJ.”  

On Sunday, the youth began a time of discus-

sion, discernment, and prayer, as they elected a 

new youth representative for the Division of Min-

istries on Young People (DMYP) (Emily Allen, 

UNY), Northeastern Jurisdiction Council on 

Youth Ministries (NEJCYM) Co-Chairs (Drew 

Barnhart, WPA; Danielle Ferdinand, NE), an 

NEJCYM Secretary (Allison Rathkamp, Pen-Del), 

an NEJCYM Youth Service Fund (YSF) Educator 

(Attayah Douglas, GNJ), and an NEJCYM Co-

Coordinator (Erica Munoz, GNJ).  

The youth also discerned Tom Schmidt 

(UNY) to be submitted to the NEJ Nominations 

Committee for consideration as the  DMYP Adult 

Worker with Youth.  

During the Convocation we had two visitors, 

Rev. Dr. H. Ward Greer who spoke to us about 

the Multi-Ethnic Cultural Center and Secretary of 

the Jurisdiction, Ruth Daugherty, who spoke to us 

about what to expect at NEJ Conference.  

“The Youth Convo this year was very suc-

cessful after long evenings of discerning. I believe 

we will have a great year in growing the youth 

voice and involvement,” according to new 

NEJCYM Co-Chair Danielle Ferdinand.  

Closing worship was led by youth from EPA 

on Monday before the commencement of NEJ 

Conference. Any youth or adult (under 35) who 

wishes to take part in fellowship with other youth 

is welcome in Salon E on the second level of the 

Marriott at any time.  

There are also Morning Prayer sessions in Sa-

lon E each morning at 6:30 a.m. using “Common 

Prayer” by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove. Free cop-

ies of Common Prayer are available on your 

Smartphone and paper copies can be shared. 
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By Beth DiCocco 

Ruth A. Daugherty is stepping down as secre-

tary of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference.  

That’s stepping down, because Daugherty, 81, 

has no intention of retiring. 

She is on the Board of Ordained Ministry at 

her home conference (Eastern Pennsylvania); she’s 

on a district committee on church location; was re-

cently a study leader for the Schools of Christian 

Mission; is a trustee of United Theological Semi-

nary in Dayton, Ohio, and is a study leader on Sun-

day mornings at her home church—Grandview 

United Methodist Church in Lancaster, Pa. 

Oh, and she’s looking into finding a local vol-

unteering opportunity now that she’ll have a bit of 

free time. 

“For me, age is a number – as long as I feel the 

way I do,” she said. “When I don’t look in a mirror, 

I feel 40 or 50, as long as I don’t see the gray hair.” 

This is Daugherty’s third NEJ Conference. She 

took over for her late husband, the Rev. Robert 

Daugherty, who passed away in 2003. 

“He didn’t do computers,” Daugherty said of 

her husband. “I did his secretarial work, so I knew 

where his files and things were. I think that’s why 

they asked me.” 

NEJ secretary Ruth Daugherty 

has the pulse of the Jurisdiction 

Ruth A. Daugherty, who is stepping down as NEJ secretary shares her views during  an interview Tuesday at the Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference in Charleston, W.Va.                                                                                                Photo By Ashley VanSickle 
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That’s a bit modest coming from someone 

who took over in 2003 – just a year before the next 

NEJ Conference. 

“The next conference was in 2004, so I just had 

that last year to take over and do it,” Daugherty 

said.  

Daugherty seems to shrug off the idea that this 

was anything extraordinary, despite the fact that 

the planning for this conference began in earnest 

three years ago, and the site is already chosen for 

2016. It will be in Daugherty’s backyard: Lancaster, 

Pa. 

“I‘d been president of the Women’s Division,” 

she said, “I just transferred some of those things.” 

Multitasking is nothing new, she said. 

“Anyone who’s been a mother and the wife of 

a pastor learns to multitask,” she said. “Balancing 

is thinking about what needs to be done and how 

to fit it in and do it.”  

Fifteen minutes are plenty of time to get some-

thing done, she said. You just clean out one draw-

er, not the whole dresser. 

But while being the wife of a pastor and a dis-

trict superintendent might have honed those mul-

titasking skills, her service as NEJ secretary and to 

the Church in general is something that she did on 

her own. 

“I was my own person,” Daugherty said. “I 

did it on my own, not because I was a clergy 

spouse. I was doing what I’m called to do.” 

She will admit, however, that there are chal-

lenges.“ Probably the biggest challenge is securing 

volunteers to accomplish what needs to be done … 

for an efficient, effective way of conducting the 

business,” she said. 

And keeping up with the workload outside of 

the conference has gotten tougher over time, as 

well, she said. 

“Another big challenge is keeping up with all 

the data,” she said, such as keeping track of files, 

addresses, etc. And now that NEJ has a website, 

they are getting more requests for information. 

“Hardly a day goes by that someone is not 

contacting us by email or phone seeking infor-

mation – a Baptismal certificate, or to learn what 

church an ancestor belonged to … I’m a database 

person for things people want to know,” she said. 

Her advice to her successor is simple, but per-

haps not easy: “Just be flexible and go with the 

flow.”  

And while the challenges are many, Daugh-

erty said she has found the rewards to be many as 

well. “Anytime I am asked to give service to the 

Church the answer is yes,” she said. “The biggest 

(joy) is just being able to serve.” 

She also enjoys the interaction she’s had with 

people over the years.  “I enjoy differences of opin-

ion, different views, different ideas.”  

Having everyone contributing ideas helps 

move ahead the ministry of the Church, she said. 

And that diversity of ideas can be the Church’s 

strength, she said. 

“I think I’d like to have more Christians – as in 

followers of Christ,” she said. “What does it mean 

to be a follower of Christ?” 

The Gospels tell us, Daugherty said.  

“Jesus dealt with a diversity of ideas and peo-

ple,” she said, including dining with the tax collec-

tor and others who were unpopular or condemned 

by society. 

Her parting remark, as she headed off for an-

other meeting, typified someone who has a lot to 

do: “Keep it brief,” she said.  
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