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By Maidstone Mulenga 

DCA Editor 

Sandra Steiner Ball, director 

of Connectional Ministries in the 

Peninsula-Delaware Annual Con-

ference, was elected as a bishop 

of The United Methodist Church 

Wednesday afternoon during the 

2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference in Charleston, W.Va. 

Her election came on the 

fifth ballot. As soon as retiring 

Bishop Peter Weaver, who was 

presiding, announced the results, 

the delegates rose and gave Stei-

ner Ball, a standing ovation. 

Bishop Peggy Johnson, the 

last person before Steiner Ball to 

be elected bishop in 

the NEJ, hugged 

her and pinned the 

UMC Episcopal 

Office pin on her 

blouse.  Bishop Johnson and 

Bishop Marcus Matthews then 

escorted her up onto the stage to 

be greeted by the delegates. 

“Thank you for your confi-

dence,” the bishop-elect said. 

“And thank you in advance for 

your support and prayers and 

thank you for being faithful. I 

will do my best to be faithful and 

walk with you to build God’s 

kingdom in this world.” 

Steiner Ball and the other 

two bishops to be elected this 

week  will be consecrated on Fri-

day at St. Marks UMC.   

Peninsula-Delaware 
DCM rises to episcopal 
office on the fifth ballot  

The Rev. Sandra Steiner Ball is celebrated on her election to the episcopal office 

Wednesday at the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdiction Conference at Civic Center in 

Charleston, W.Va.                                                             Photo by Maidstone Mulenga 

New 

bishop’s 

profile:  

Page 12 
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Changes in the Episcopacy Committee 
With the election of  Sandra Steiner Ball to 

the episcopal office, the Peninsula-Delaware An-

nual Conference will be replacing her on the 

Episcopacy Committee. 

For the New York Annual Conference, Car-

olyn Engelhardt replaces  Frederick Brewington. 

 

Friday session at hotel 
Please note that the Friday session will not 

be in the Civic Center. It will be held in Grand 

Ballroom on the second floor of the Marriott Ho-

tel. You can also store your luggage before depar-

ture in Blue Ridge Room at the hotel. 

 

Follow all the deliberations and voting at the 

2012 NEJ Conference on your computer or mo-

bile device by visiting: 

http://nej12stories.tumblr.com 

For an online version of the 2012 Daily Christian 

Advocate, go to: 

http://nej12stories.tumblr.com/DCA 

6:30 a.m. Personal Centering/devotions 

6:45 a.m. Breakfast 

8:15 a.m. Conference Session  

 Episcopal Ballot 

8:30 a.m. Worship – Council of Bishops 
 preacher 

9:45 a.m. Conference Session 

 Daily Reports of Sessions Committee 

 (Journal, Credentials, Courtesies) 

 Committee on Examination of 

 Annual Conference Journals 

10:15 a.m. Recess 

10:30 a.m. Conference Session 

 Episcopal Ballot 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Resolutions 

 Prayer 

12 p.m. Lunch 

1:30 p.m. Conference Session 

 Episcopal Ballot 

 Adoption of Budget 

 Committee on Nominations Report 

3:00 p.m. Recess 

3:15 p.m. Conference Session 

 Episcopal Ballot 

 Resolutions 

 Designating conveners,  

 locations for organization of 2013-
 2016 NEJ Committees 

4:45 p.m. Organization of 2013-2016  
 NEJ Committees 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 

7:15 p.m. Conference Session 

 Monitoring Report 

 Sending Forth Episcopacy Committee 

 (when bishop election is completed) 

8:00 p.m. Celebration of Ministry of Retiring 
  Bishops 

 Reception for retiring bishops  

Today’s Agenda: Thursday, July 19 
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NEJ salutes retiring 

and long-serving  

secretary, treasurer 

By Beth DiCocco* 

The Northeastern Jurisdiction said farewell to 

its long-time secretary and treasurer and greeted 

their newly elected successors on Wednesday. 

NEJ Treasurer/Business Manag-

er Dight Crain, who has served 

in that role for 27 years, 

and NEJ Secretary Ruth 

Daugherty, who has served 

since 2003, will retire at the 

close of this quadrennium. 

On Wednesday evening – with 

overwhelming support – the delegates elected the 

Rev. Thomas L. Salsgiver to serve as NEJ secretary 

and the Rev. David W. Simpson to serve as NEJ 

treasurer for the next quadrennium, 2013 to 2016. 

At the 2008 NEJ Conference two additional 

positions were created – assistant secretary and 

assistant treasurer; elected to those posts 

were Darlynn McCrae, of the Baltimore-

Washington Annual Conference, and the Rev. Jen 

H. Williams of Susquehanna conference. 

Presiding Bishop Marcus Matthews of the Up-

per New York Area called the newly elected offic-

ers to the stage, where they were greeted with ap-

plause. 

“They have been well trained over this last 

year,” Bishop Matthews said, “and we look for-

ward to working with them.” 

Daugherty said of her successor: “It’s been a 

privilege to work with Tom and he’s well prepared 

to go forth.” 

Earlier in the day, the applause was for 

Daugherty and Crain, who were honored by the 

Jurisdiction with accolades and gifts.   

On Wednesday afternoon, presiding Bishop 

Peter Weaver of the New England Conference, 

who called Daugherty and Crain “personal 

friends,” told the body: “(The Northeastern Juris-

diction) owes a tremendous debt of thanks to these 

two servants who make this Conference not just a 

possibility but a joy.” 

The two were presented with gifts from 

the NEJ College of Bishops; each received a crystal 

vase bearing the NEJ logo, pottery made in Penn-

sylvania “created by people within this Confer-

ence,” and contributions to mission projects made 

on their behalf. 

Crain asked the Conference to “thank my wife 

for putting up with me doing this for all these 

years,” and asked her to stand. 

A member of the New England Conference, 

Crain quoted a Boston radio ad as saying “If you 

think you’re too small to make a difference, then 

you have not slept with a mosquito. None of you 

here is too small to make a difference in this world. 

… The world needs gifts He’s given all of us.” 

Daugherty offered her thanks for the gifts and 

for what she called the “great privilege and honor 

of serving.” 

“May each of you know what the joy of ser-

vice is when you’re working for Jesus Christ,” she 

said. 

*Beth DiCocco is writer/editor for the Upper New 

York Annual Conference. 

NEJ Secretary Ruth A. Daugherty (left) and Treasurer/Business Manager 

Dight Crain (center) receive gifts from Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton and 

retired Bishop Violet Fisher on behalf of the NEJ College of Bishops for 

their many years of service to the NEJ.            Photo by Christian Vischi 

Profiles of 

the new 

secretary 

and 

treasurer, 

Pages 6, 7 
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Delegates agree to change rules 

for episcopal office campaigning 

By Christian Vischi 

Episcopal candidates may not campaign for 

the office, however, a substitute to rule 31 of the 

Plan of Organization 

and Rules of Order does 

allow for “Christian 

conversation.” Though 

no definition was put 

forward as to what con-

stitutes Christian con-

versation. 

Stephen Drachler of Harrisburg, Pa., a lay del-

egate for the Susquehanna Annual Conference, put 

forward a substitute motion to Rule 31 – Cam-

paigning. 

His motion read: 

“Candidates may engage in Christian conver-

sation with individuals and groups, including 

communication by electronic means. 

Web sites, mass-produced advocacy materials, 

campaign buttons, and fundraising for the purpose 

of campaigning or supporting a candidate for the 

episcopal are prohibited. 

Endorsements by annual Conferences, recog-

nized caucuses, and other organizations related to 

The United Methodist Church are permitted. They 

may be publicized through the conference and oth-

er organizations regular communications chan-

nels.” 

According to Drachler, his substitute motion 

“clean(s) up the confusion of what candidates for 

the episcopacy may or may not do in the process of 

educating members of the Jurisdictional Confer-

ence. 

“In keeping with our tradition and our con-

cern in maintaining dignity in the process… this 

continues our prohibition on mass-produced 

(advertising items).” 

Before delegates approved the new rule, one 

additional paragraph was added second from the 

end by lay delegate Kevin Nelson of the New York 

Annual Conference: 

“This shall not preclude 

annual conference dele-

gations from meeting 

with and endorsing eli-

gible clergy, inside or 

outside the membership 

of the annual confer-

ence. Neither shall this rule preclude delegations 

from gathering prior to Jurisdictional conference 

for the purpose of sharing information and dis-

cussing candidates, provided that such meetings 

may not include campaigning.” 

One delegate raised a concern at the micro-

phone, suggesting that there needs to be a way to 

define campaigning and a way to safeguard 

against that. Drachler said language in both the 

original rule 31 and his substitute motion satisfy 

that need. 

The Rev. Natalie Hanson, pastor of Christ First 

United Methodist Church in Jamestown (Upper 

New York Annual Conference), said she had a con-

cern that “Christian conversation” provides an ad-

vantage for those more technologically savvy can-

didates or those able to travel. 

Two other amendments also failed: changing 

all references of “candidate” to “nominee” and de-

fining campaigning as “to work in an organized 

and active way toward a particular goal.” 

After a withdrawn motion to have all matters 

relating to rule 31 referred to the Rules Committee 

for discussion and clarity – as not all Rules Com-

mittee members are delegates, they could not meet 

and report until the 2016 NEJ Conference – the 

body approved the hybrid Drachler-Nelson mo-

tion. 

 
Rule 31 – Campaigning 

There shall be no campaigning for or by a nominee before 

or during the Jurisdictional Conference. Neither letter, 

buttons, nor other publicity materials advocating or opposing 

the election of any nominee shall be distributed by the nomi-

nee, nor by any delegation, caucus, or support group. 

– Original Rule 31 from Plan of Organization and Rules of Order  
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Vision Table John R. Schol 

Appeals Committee Marcus Matthews (President of 

COB or designee) 

Investigation Committee Jane Middleton 

AC Boundaries  Peggy A. Johnson 

Episcopacy Thomas J. Bickerton 

Finance & Administration Jeremiah Park 

Program & Arrangements William Boyd Grove 

Ordained Ministry Sudarshana Devadhar (no later 

than 3 months after Adjournment 

of Conference) 

Rules Peter D. Weaver 

Organization of Committees 

8:15 a.m. Conference Session South Hall 

1:30 p.m. Conference Session South Hall 

4:45 p.m. Committee Organizations:  

 Episcopacy Committee Room 105 

 Boundaries Committee Room 104 

 Finance Committee Room 105 

 Program & Arrangements 
Committee 

Room 104 

 Rules Committee South Hall Press Area 

 Committee on Appeals South Hall Rear Section D 

 Committee on Investiga-
tion 

South Hall Rear Section C 

7:15 p.m. Conference Session South Hall 

8:00 p.m. Celebration of Ministry Re-
tiring Bishops 

South Hall 

9:00 p.m. Reception for Retiring 
Bishops 

North Hall 

Location of Committee meetings to organize 
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Incoming secretary is excited 

about working for the Jurisdiction 

By Christian Vischi* 

“Following Ruth Daugherty is daunting, be-

cause she has so much knowledge at her fingertips 

without having to look anything up.” 

Those words were spoken by the Rev. Tom L. 

Salsgiver, Lewisburg district superintendent in the 

Susquehanna Annual Conference and the succes-

sor to Northeastern Jurisdiction Secretary Ruth 

Daugherty, who retires as of Jan. 1, 2013. 

Although Salsgiver may be more technologi-

cally savvy than Daugherty, he acknowledged 

that from her years in the role she has a wealth of 

knowledge that will take awhile to process. 

“It has been an honor to work with her, I just 

feel humbled to follow her,” said Rev. Salsgiver. 

Over the past 15 years, Rev. Salsgiver has 

held several roles at the district, jurisdictional and 

general church levels.  

Prior to his current position as district super-

intendent, which he’s held for five years, he 

served for eight years as the director of connec-

tional ministries. He has also served three congre-

gations as pastor and is a former director of the 

General Board of Discipleship’s Youth and Young 

Adult Ministries. He is the dean of the Cabinet of 

the Susquehanna Annual Conference. 

With those and numerous other roles – in-

cluding as conference delegate and assistant secre-

tary for NEJ – Rev. Salsgiver is ready for the new 

post.  

“One part that excites me is working with the 

College of Bishops and the committees to provide 

support, and to be in partnership with them and 

in partnership with the Jurisdiction,” said Rev. 

Salsgiver. “I really like working with people, sys-

tems and groups, and I look forward to that. It is 

not an isolated position. Working with the College 

of Bishops, the Vision Team, all of that. It is excit-

ing, and I look forward to us working together.” 

Rev. Salsgiver said he believes the first couple 

of years will give him a relatively easy transition 

into the new role. 

“The first year is committee work,” said Rev. 

Salsgiver. “The major part of the work of the sec-

retary … is the last year to year and a half, getting 

ready for Jurisdictional Conference. Then it is 

working with the assistant secretary to get the 

journal out.” 

Why is it important to Rev. Salsgiver to serve 

in this capacity? 

“I think the Church and the Jurisdiction… are 

going through a transition period,” said Rev. Sals-

giver. “I find this an exciting time to work on the 

Jurisdictional level as we vision for the future for 

the Jurisdictional level … not just for the next 

quadrennium, but as we look to the next couple of 

quadrenniums.” 

*Christian Vischi is the communications associate 

for the Upper New York Annual Conference. 

Rev. Tom L. Salsgiver, Lewisburg district superintendent in 

the Susquehanna Annual Conference, is the new secretary of 

the Northeastern Jurisdiction at Civic Center in Charleston, 

W.Va.                                                     Photo by Christian Vischi 
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New treasurer cherishes 

role in the connection 

By Christian Vischi* 

After the 2008 Northeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference, the Rev. David Simpson became sen-

ior pastor at the Ellicott City Parish (Bethany and 

Emory campuses) in Ellicott City, Md. 

Following approval by the delegates at this 

NEJ Conference, Rev. Simpson will take over as 

treasurer of the NEJ, replacing the retiring Treas-

urer/Business Manager Dight Crain. 

So what is the plan following the 2013-2016 

quadrennium?  

“Retirement,” said Rev. Simpson. 

But before that time comes, Rev. Simpson will 

take on the role of treasurer – with a sidekick. 

“When I had the conversation (about this po-

sition with my wife), I said I will only do this if 

you help me with this,” said Rev. Simpson, “and 

she said she would. It was something we wanted 

to do together.” 

Rev. Simpson, a pastor in the Baltimore-

Washington Annual Conference, said his first ca-

reer is what makes him well suited to the treasur-

er position. He was in agribusiness for 16 years 

and prior to his “second career as a pastor” he was 

an executive for an agricultural trade association. 

He served as chair of Program and Arrange-

ment Committee for the Jurisdiction from 2005 to 

2008 and is serving as assistant treasurer in the 

current quadrennium. 

“So I have both the financial planning side 

and the programming side,” said Rev. Simpson. 

As retirement approaches, he said this is the 

perfect role for him, and his wife, NEJ Conference 

Registrar Sylvia Simpson. 

“It’s the kind of work I enjoy doing,” said 

Rev. Simpson. “My wife is retired, and I am ap-

proaching my retirement and it is something we 

can do together. 

“The fact that Dight has done it for the past 27 

years, there are probably expectations about how 

the job will be done, but I can’t replace him. It will 

take time for folks to get used to my operational 

style as opposed to Dight’s, but I will do my best 

and make sure I don’t disappoint folks.” 

Administration is one of the gifts God has 

given Rev. Simpson.  

“And service,” he said. “I think I can do the 

job efficiently. I still love The United Methodist 

Church, and I want to be a part of it.” 

 

*Christian Vischi is the communications associate 

for the Upper New York Annual Conference. 

The Rev. David Simpson and the Rev. Jen Williams are cele-

brated as the new NEJ treasurer and assistant treasurer  

Wednesday at the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdictional Confer-

ence in Charleston, W.Va.                    Photo by Christian Vischi 
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By Jackie Campbell* 

Speaking for the bishops of the Northeastern 

Jurisdiction, Bishop Jane Allen Middleton declared 

a new day for the church as people called by Jesus 

Christ.   

“These are extraordinary times to be the 

church,” she said in the Episcopal Address on 

Wednesday, July 18. “We are being challenged as 

never before. Yet, with these times of challenge 

come extraordinary opportunities to: Rise up! En-

counter God! Engage the world!”  

Citing “an alarming and rising level of vitriolic 

discourse in the public arena” which spills over 

even to the church, Bishop Middleton declared, 

“Never has there been a greater need for the 

church to offer a prophetic healing voice.”  

The church is being called to be the church in 

risk-taking ways, she said. “Those churches which 

dare to take this challenge and to go where God 

leads, no matter the cost, will bear fruit. Those 

churches which do not will die!” 

Although the issues facing the church are 

daunting, Bishop Middleton said there are signs of 

resurrection. She cited: 

  A deep and growing spiritual hunger in our 

society today.  

  Signs of new life and the creation of a firm 

foundation, including a growing number of 

small groups and the 30-year history of Disci-

ple Bible studies.  

  Congregations moving beyond their walls to 

impact their communities and beyond.  

“We’re getting it my friends,” the Bishop said. 

“We’re committed in real ways to being partners 

with God in transforming the world.” 

The reality, Bishop Middleton noted, is that 

“disciples are not made at the district level or at the 

conference level or at the jurisdictional level or at 

the general church level. Disciples are made in the 

local church.”  

“Disciples are made when a neighbor offers to 

bring a neighbor to church; when a nurse shares 

with another nurse the transformation she’s experi-

enced through her local church; when a truck driv-

er tells his customer how it is that his life has been 

changed by Jesus; when a youth brings a lonely 

friend to youth group.” 

Bishop Middleton gave several examples of 

good news for the Northeastern Jurisdiction. 

Among them:  

 The  jurisdiction in 2010 collectively served 

3.6 million people through our community out-

reach ministries. “That number for 2011 in-

creased dramatically because the Upper New 

York Conference alone served food to over 1.8 

million people! We’re getting it my friends.“ 

 A 53% increase in the number of multi-ethnic 

congregations, defined as those with no more 

than 70 percent of one ethnic group 

 A significant increase in the number of con-

stituents, an increase great enough that it more 

than offset the loss of membership. 

 

*Jackie Campbell is the news and information spe-

cialist for Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  

Bishops declare new day for the Church  
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Mayor, Bishop Grove  
welcome NEJ Conference 

By Laura Allen* 

History has been made at two previous juris-

dictional conferences hosted in West Virginia, and 

Bishop William Boyd Grove was there to witness 

them both. 

The bishop welcomed delegates and guests to 

yesterday’s opening business session of the 2012 

Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference with a ref-

erence to a famous song. “When we (in West Vir-

ginia) say it’s almost heaven here, we’re not brag-

ging,” he said. “We are just quoting John Den-

ver.” 

In July of 1968, soon after the “uniting” con-

ference that created The United Methodist 

Church, the NEJ met at West Virginia Wesleyan 

College in Buckhannon, W.Va. 

“I was a delegate to that conference,” said 

Grove. “It was the first time I set foot on the Wes-

leyan campus.” That gathering made history 

when it elected, consecrated, and assigned the 

first African-American bishop, Roy C. Nichols, 

from a jurisdictional (regional) conference of The 

United Methodist Church. 

In 1988, Bishop Grove welcomed the NEJ 

back to Wesleyan as the resident bishop of the 

West Virginia Conference. That year the confer-

ence elected Susan Morrison, the first woman 

elected to the NEJ College of Bishops. “I wonder 

what history we will make this time,” said the 

bishop. 

Charleston Mayor Danny Jones also wel-

comed delegates and guests to Charleston. “You 

don’t have to wait for a conference to visit our 

city,” he said. “We are glad you are here, and 

hope to see you again.” The city of Charleston 

gave the jurisdiction $20,000 to help host the 

event. 

*Allen is director of communications for the West 

Virginia Annual Conference. She tweets @laurahallen 

 The delegates and the leadership of the 2012 NEJ 

would like to thank the following:  

  

Charleston Convention and Visitors Bureau – Visitor 

Guides, West Virginia Department of Agriculture – 

West Virginia-made snacks (Mini Honey Bears, Rus-

Lyn Snak Mix, RusLyn Bear Claws), West Virginia 

Division of Tourism – West Virginia Tourism Bags, 

Christ Church United Methodist, Saint Marks UMC, 

United Methodist Foundation, and Members of West 

Virginia Annual Conference Congregations – NEJ 

Tote Bags, City of Charleston – hospitality and finan-

cial support, and the West Virginia Annual Confer-

ence Volunteers. 

  

To the friends and members of the West Virginia An-

nual Conference for their help with the prayer scarves 

worn by the delegates and Episcopal candidates: Jean-

ette Alexander, Zachary Allen, Mary Baker, Rev. Mar-

tin Berisford, Phyllis Blankenship, Becky Britton, Tan-

ya Cooper, Anita Ellis, Avis Forinash, Joanne Hart, 

Brenda Hunt, Melissa Jefferys, Avalene Kittle, Marty 

Litten, Ramona Lockwood, Karen Lonsinger, Hope 

Lumadue, Jeanie Malick, Cathy Matherly, Shirley 

McKown, Lisa McMorrow, Martha McNiel, Kaye 

Morton, Judy Nutter, Ann Priddy, Anne Rhule, Rev. 

Johnna W. Russo, Rev. Luana Cook Scott, June Se-

menick, Dora Faye Smith, Lucille Stoke, and         

Belinda Toms. 

  

To the many lay and clergy members of the West Vir-

ginia Annual Conference serving as “red hat” volun-

teers coordinated by the following: Assistant to the 

Bishop and Local Arrangements Staff Coordinator Dr. 

Bill Wilson; Local Arrangements Chairperson Rev. 

Monty Brown; Volunteer Coordinators Kim 

Matthews, Jeff Taylor; Daily Arrangements Coordina-

tors Randy Nutter, Frank Shomo; Transportation Co-

ordinators Dr. Randy Flanagan, Rod Blackstone; Bish-

ops’ Spouse Hospitality Dr. Ed and Brenda Grant, 

Rev. Mark and Winnie Smith; Worship Local Ar-

rangements Dr. Mark Conner; Local Arrangements 

Office Dr. JF Lacaria; Local Arrangements Office Co-

ordinator Chris Ridgway; Local Arrangements Office 

Assistant Karen Thaxton; and Shuttle Service Christ 

Church UM, Cross Lanes UMC, Morris Memorial 

UMC, St. Marks UMC. 
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Bishop Weaver 

challenges NEJ: 

‘Rise up, Church!’  

By Alexx Wood* 

The 2012 Northeastern Juris-

dictional of The United Method-

ist Church opened with the Me-

morial Service and Holy Com-

munion, as hundreds of dele-

gates, volunteers, visitors, epis-

copal leaders and episcopal can-

didates gathered for three days 

of worship, fellowship and holy 

conferencing. 

Bishop Peter D. Weaver of 

the New England Annual Con-

ference preached during the 

opening memorial service, invit-

ing those gathered to “rise” as 

enter into Jesus’ presence. He 

emphasized the 2012 theme of 

the Jurisdictional conference of 

Rise Up: Encounter God with a 

reading from Luke 7:11-17, the 

story of Jesus raising the wid-

ow’s son in the village of Nain. 

He drew parallels between Nain 

from the gospel story and the 

NEJ gathering in Charleston, W. 

Va.  

“A crowd of disciples has 

gathered,” just like in the Scrip-

ture, and he observed that here 

too was “a place of great mys-

tery,” drawing laughter from the 

community as he mentioned the 

mystery of the episcopal election 

process. But he became serious 

again, proclaiming to the congre-

gation that just as in Nain, our 

own jurisdiction is “a place 

where God is doing something.” 

He said sometimes the 

church in the Northeast is seen 

as a “sleeping giant.” But then he 

raised up signs of the strength 

and ministries in our Northeast-

ern Jurisdiction; signs that 

demonstrate that God is indeed 

doing something right here in 

our midst.  

He acknowledged that in-

deed there are those places in 

our communities and in our 

world that are broken, dead and 

dying, and that even in our Unit-

ed Methodist churches there are 

those that are “sleepwalking in 

their own funeral processions.” 

But as people of faith, we are 

called to rise up. “Sleepers, 

awake!” he exclaimed.  

“We don’t come together for 

a funeral,” he proclaimed with 

fervor. “No! We come together 

knowing that we serve a risen 

savior; he’s in the world today! 

We come together to rise up and 

take on a new day and join in 

what God is doing.”  

SEJ elects four 
new bishops 

Southeastern Jurisdictional 

(SEJ) episcopal elections 

  

Jonathan Holston 

The Rev. Jonathan Holston, 

senior pastor of St. James  Unit-

ed Methodist Church in Atlanta, 

was elected on the first ballot of 

the Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference. Holston, 53, was 

elected with 312 votes. 

 

Ken Carter 

The Rev. Ken Carter, super-

intendent of the Waynesville 

District of the Western North 

Carolina Conference, was elect-

ed on the third ballot of the SEJ 

Conference. Carter, 54, was 

elected with 271 votes. 

  

Bill McAlilly 

The Rev. Bill McAlilly of 

the Mississippi Annual Confer-

ence was elected on the fifth 

ballot by jurisdictional confer-

ence delegates receiving 278 of 

the 440 votes cast. 

 

Debbie Wallace-Padgett  

The Rev. Debbie Wallace-

Padgett of the Kentucky Annual 

(regional) Conference was elect-

ed on the 11th ballot, receiv-

ing 274 of the 434 votes cast. 

 

 A total of five bishops will 

be elected by the jurisdictional 

conference, which is meeting at 

Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
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Bishop Peter D. Weaver of the New England Conference preaches during the opening worship service at the 2012 Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference Wednesday morning in Charleston, W.Va.  
Photo by Maidstone Mulenga 

Bishop Weaver then told stories of the surpris-

es and invitations to rise up that had been experi-

enced by some of our departed bishops that were 

being remembered in this memorial service. He 

described how Bishop James K. Mathews awoke 

one day to discover that he had been elected Bish-

op – when he was not even in attendance at the 

conference electing him. Rise Up! 

Bishop James Ault awoke one morning, 

looked in the mirror and suddenly realized the sig-

nificance of the fact that he was just made the dean 

of Drew Theological School. Rise Up! 

Also remembered during the service were del-

egates to the 2008 Jurisdictional Conference who 

have entered into eternal glory: Betty Gooch, lay-

woman from the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, 

who died June 12, 2012; the David Jasper, clergy 

from the West Virginia Conference, who died Oc-

tober 24, 2010; Howard Mason, layman from the 

Peninsula Delaware Conference, who died April 2, 

2009; and Susan May, clergy from the Eastern 

Pennsylvania Conference, who died March 1, 2011. 

Their lives were remembered and celebrated as 

ones who rose up and served Christ faithfully. 

We too, Bishop Weaver asserted, are being in-

vited to rise up this day. As his sermon drew to a 

close, he  reminded us that while we are gathered 

to do the work of the jurisdiction, “before we get to 

the election, let us embrace the resurrection.”  

His words set the context for our approach to 

the business of the conference – one of being open 

to God’s surprises and to be filled with hope. “Let 

us choose not the funeral procession in our church-

es, but let us follow the risen Christ and invite each 

other – and invite the world – to rise up and follow 

God into the new day.” 

*Alexx Wood is the Communications Director for 

the New England Conference. 
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By Richard Vance* 

The Rev. Dr. Sandra Steiner Ball is the newest  

bishop of The United Methodist Church in the 

Northeastern Jurisdiction. 

Steiner Ball, 50, director of Connectional Min-

istries (DCM) of the Peninsula-Delaware Annual 

Conference, was elected on July 18.  Endorsed by 

the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference, Stei-

ner Ball was elected on the  fifth ballot, receiving 

132 of 219  votes cast. 

She received her B.A. in Religion from Dickin-

son College, a M.Div. from Duke Divinity School 

and a D. Min. from Wesley Theological Seminary.  

Besides serving as DCM, she also has served as an 

Interim Pastor at Bayside Chapel, (New Church 

Start), District Superintendent, Pastor of St. Luke’s 

UMC in St. Michaels, MD and Associate Pastor at 

Kent Island UMC in Chester, MD. 

Additionally, Steiner Ball has served the Gen-

eral Church in a variety of areas including: General 

and  Jurisdictional Conference Delegate, Interjuris-

dictional Episcopacy Committee, Director General 

Board of Higher Education and Ministry, United 

Methodist Endorsing Committee Jurisdictional 

Episcopacy Committee.  She also serves as a trustee 

for Wesley College in Dover, DE. 

After the election, Bishop Peggy Johnson, resi-

dent bishop of the Philadelphia Area that includes  

Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference said: “The 

church will be blessed with the leadership of this 

gifted spirit-filled and energetic servant of God.  

She excels in the area of church development and 

resourcing and has vast experience in all levels of 

the church’s life and ministry.”  

*Vance is a pastor and communicator in the Penin-

sula-Delaware Annual Conference. 

 

Newest bishop in the NEJ:  

Rev. Dr. Sandra Steiner Ball  

Delegates from Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference cheer the Rev. Dr. Sandra Steiner Ball on her election to the episcopal 

office Wednesday at the 2012 Northeastern Jurisdiction Conference in Charleston, W.Va.                       Photo by Richard Vance 


